Historic,  archived  document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current 
scientific  knowledge,  policies,  or  practices. 


RFD  LITTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

*     JAW  1  1  IQcc         /  j_       .       .  10cJl 

.  I  November  5,  195^ 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


U-  S.  DEPARTMENT 


* 

OF  AGRICULTURE 


Letter  No.  637 


The  Department  this  week  announced  that  corn  acreage  allotments 
will  he  in  effect  for  the  1955  crop.    It  also  designated  an  805-county 
commercial  corn-producing  area  in  which  allotments  will  he  effective.  The 
1955  national  and  county  corn  acreage  allotments  will  he  announced  later. 

Legislation  provides  that  acreage  allotments  he  proclaimed  for 
the  commercial  corn -producing  area  each  year  not  later  than  February  1, 
unless  they  are  dispensed  with  under  the  emergency  powers  of  law.  The 
805-county  commercial  corn-producing  area  in  21  states  for  1955  compares 
with  the  83^ -county  area  in  22  States  for  the  195^ -crop.    Five  counties  were 
added  and  3^  were  removed  from  the  195**  number.    Arkansas  is  now  out  of  the 
commercial  corn  area  altogether.    Other  states  which  are  changed  from  last 
year  are  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Nehraska,  North  Carolina,  Ohio,  South 
Dakota,  Tennessee,  and  Wisconsin. 


Feeding  Good  Forage  Can  Cut  Dairy  Costs 

Feeding  dairy  cows  heavily  on  grain  is  not  necessarily  the  most 
profitable  way  to  increase  milk  output.    Recent  studies  hy  USDA  and  the 
Michigan  Experiment  Station  show  that  greater  dependence  on  high-quality 
forage  can  reduce  feeding  costs  hy  20  to  25  percent.    Feeding  costs  normally 
account  for  half  or  more  of  the  total  cost  of  milk  production. 

Grain  feeding  has  increased  about  25  percent  among  U.S.  dairy 
herds  in  the  past  ff years.    The  scientists  say  this  grain  has  been  supplying 
more  than  enough  cow  nutrients  for  the  extra  milk.    They  believe  a  similar 
increase  in  average  yields  could  have  "been  obtained  at  less  cost  if  more 
nutrients  had  heen  derived  from  good  forage. 

195^  Farm  Exports  Still  Ahove  Last  Year 

The  value  of  U.S.  farm  exports  for  January  through  August  was  5 
percent  ahove  the  same  eight  months  of  1953.    August  reports,  however,  were 
6  percent  "below  August  1953  hecause  of  reduced  shipments  of  corn,  wheat, 
tobacco  and  dry  edible  beans. 
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Latin  American  Radio-Press  Group  Full  of  Enthusiasm 

Members  of  the  Latin  American  radio  and  press  group,  now  in  the 
field  under  Layne  Beaty's  leadership;  will  move  into  Kansas  City  tomorrow 
to  spend  a  week.    They've  just  finished  a  week  at  Oklahoma  A  &  M  College 
and  "before  that  they  spent  about  10  days  in  visits  with  RFD's  and  farm 
press  people  around  the  country.    Four  RFD's  were  among  the  hosts  --  Doc 
Ruhmann  of  WBAP,  Fort  Worth;  Sam  Schneider  at  KVOO,  Tulsa;  John  MacDonald, 
WSM,  Nashville,  Term.;  and  Herb  Plambeck. 

Layne  reports  that  "Sam  Schneider,  John  MacDonald,  Herb  Plambeck, 
and  Alexander  Nunn,  and  Robert  Reed,  along  with  Doc  Ruhmann,  Bill  Durham 
and  Gayle  Wilson  are  all  nominees  for  the  Nobel  Prize.    You  should  hear 
some  of  the  adulation. "    Layne  also  writes  that  "Texas  has  set  a  standard 
of  hospitality  in  the  minds  of,  six  of-  the  men  that  other  states  will  never 
reach.     Oklahoma  is,  off  to  a  good  start  though." 

In  Kansas  City,  next  week,  Jack  Jackson,  Wes  Seyler,  and  Red 
Turnbull  are  hosts  for  the  group,  which  will  be  taking  part  in  a  seminar 
on  farm  radio  and  press.    Jack,  Wes  and  Rod  deserve  a  real  pat  on  the  back 
for  the  energetic  job  they've  done  in  planning  for  the  group. 

Enthusiasm  for  the  project  has  been  great  among  RFD's.  Everyone 
here  appreciates  the  many  offers  of  help  that  have  come  from  the  broadcasters 
RFD's  have  extended  many  more  invitations  than  it  is  possible  to  use.  But 
they're  appreciated  just  the  same. 

Cotton  Acreage  Allotments  Announced 

The  Department  this  week  announced  state  acreage  allotments  for 
the  1955  crop  of  upland  cotton.    The  state  allotments  are  a  breakdown  of 
the  national  allotment  of  18, 113,208  acres  announced  on  October  Ik.  Also 
announced  were  state  acreage  allotments  for  the  1955  crop  of  extra  long 
staple  cotton.    The  State  allotments  are  a  breakdown  of  the  national  allot- 
ment of  U6,15U  acres. 

New  Systemic  Insecticides  for  Cotton  are  Promising 

Preliminary  but  promising  results  are  reported  with  new  systemic 
insecticides  to  control  cotton  insect  pests,  including  some  that  chew  on 
plants.    Systemics  have  been  used  to  control  such  sap-sucking  pests  as 
aphids  and  spider  mites,  but  in  tests  the  new  ones  proved  lethal  not  only 
to  these  sucking  insects,  but  also  to  plant  chewers  such  as  the  boll  weevil 
and  cotton  leaf worm. 

USDA  entomologists  emphasize  that  much  more  must  be  learned  about 
these  systemics  before  they  can  be  recommended.     (This  work  is  cooperative 
with  the  Texas  Experiment  Station.     The  two  most  promising  compounds  are 
known  experimentally  as  L-ll-6  and  12008.) 

Traffic  Safety  Leaflet  Enclosed 

Enclosed  is  a  leaflet  put  out  by  the  President's  Action  Committee 
for  Traffic  Safety.     The  Committee  is  sponsoring  December  15  as  Safe-DrivJ n« 
Day.     Traffic  accidents  last  year  were  the  greatest  single,  killer  of  farm 
people,  excluding  death  from  natural  causes. 
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Stock  Footage  Reel  on  Animal  Diseases  is  Released 

This  week  we  mailed  to  TFD's  requesting  it  the  stock  footage 
reel  on  animal  diseases  that  has  "been  in  the  works  for  several  months.  It's 
a  reel  of  silent  film  with  separate  segments  on  various  livestock  diseases, 
accompanied  by  facts  pertaining  to  each  scene.     Also  included  is  a  "background 
statement  on  each  disease  covered  in  the  film.     Our  veterinarians  "believe 
these  visuals  will  he  of  great  help  to  TFD's  and  their  farm  viewers  in  be- 
coming "better  acquainted  with  the  diseases  and  their  symptoms. 

This  package  is  a  "first"  in  the  way  of  TV"  film  for  farm  program 
use.     It  is  the  first  time  the  USDA  has  sent  out  a  group  of  silent  film 
clips ,  with  complete  background  information,  for  use  in  locally  produced 
shows.    It  is  also  the  first  time  such  television  film  clips  have  "been  made 
showing  symptoms,  spread,  treatment  and  control  of  animal  diseases.  The 
package  includes  complete  current  information  prepared  in  cooperation  with  . 
USDA  veterinarians  on  cause,  effects,  incidence,  Federal  and  State  responsi- 
bilities, and  public  health  aspects  of  these  animal  diseases.     Its  purpose 
is  for  use  as  a  public  service  when  and  as  a  TFD's  own  local  situation  may 
require . 

Specifically  it  will  provide  TV  farm  program  producers  with  visual 
reference  material.     Its  primary  use  will  he  for  clipping  a  segment  as  a 
story  on  a  particular  disease  develops,  or  as  the  TFD  may  wish  to  develop  a 
story  and  present  one  of  the  segments.     The  film  could  thus  he  used  to 
illustrate  a  number  of  different  kinds  of  stories  on  these  diseases  --  new 
outbreaks,  progress  in  control,  spread,  etc. 

The  film  includes  six  complete  and  separate  segments.    Five  of 
these  segments  deal  with  vesicular  exanthema,  foot-and-mouth  disease,  scrapie, 
bluetcngue,  and  avian  tuberculosis.     The  other  segment  has  animated  scenes 
shoving  the  speed  with  which  infectious  livestock  diseases  can  spread  from 
one  point  to  another,  and  thus  throughout  the  United  States. 

This  reel  is  not  for  general  distribution  and  use.    Bather,  it  is 
for  television  farm  directors  who  have  requested  it  for  farm  TV  use. 

Network  Farm  and  Heme  Shows  November  13 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12-12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    Highlights  from  the  Meeting  of  the  American 
Society  of  Agronomy. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30-1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of  the 
Farm  News"  from  USDA  in  Washington.    A  feature  on  the  return  of  the  IFYE's 
(International  Farm  Youth  Exchange)  from  overseas.    An  explanation  of  the 
cost -sharing  provisions  of  the  Agricultural  Conservation  Program,  with  Fred 
Ritchie,  Administrator  of  ACP.    A  story  from  Evansville,  Ind.,  on  the 
"Problem  of  Soil  Fertility  after  3  Years  Drought,"  with  Russell  Wocd,  RFD 
at  WJPS. 
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Among  Ourselies . , . 

We  were  pleased  to  note  that  IFD  Grady  Cole  of  WBT  in  Charlotte , 
N.  C,  is  the  subject  of  the  "Our  Respects"  feature  in  the  November  1  issue 
of  Broadcasting -Tele casting.     Grady  explains  his  early  morning  success  this 
way:     "I  am  the  only  one  on  radio  who  sounds  worse  than  the  listeners  feel." 

Ernest  Douglas  has  resigned  as  editor  of  the  Arizona  Farmer  to 
do  a  farm  radio  program  for  Station  KTAR.     Mr.  Douglas  used  to  do  a  radio 
program  along  with  his  farm  paper  duties. 

Bob  Crom  writes  from  the  North  Dakota  Agricultural  College  that 
Dave  Bateman  has  joined  the  Extension  staff  there  as  Associate  Editor  in 
charge  of  Audio-Visual  work  on  Tom  Gildersleeve ' s  staff.     Dave  has  been  at 
Iowa  State  College. 

Our  friend  Bill  Foreman  writes  that  the  17th  annual  meeting  of  the 
National  Cotton  Council  will  be  held  in  Houston  January  31-February  1.  About 
a  thousand  persons  are  expected  to  be  there  --to  map  a  program  for  1955. 

Sincerely, 


Enclosures : 

Facts  About  S-D  Day 

Balance  Sheet  of  Agriculture 

US-FAO  Newsletter 


Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
radio  and  Television  Service 


RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

CUR?F  T  Si.  iAi  Pfi  "3D 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


:  1 1 19E5  *  ?°™be;  12^i95i+ 

Letter  Ho.  6>o 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


Here's  a  brief  summary  of  what  has  been  done  under  CCC  disposal 
operations  in  recent  months: 

Since  last  July  1,  nearly  §2  billion  worth  of  CCC  holdings  have 
moved  out  of  inventory.     These  commodities  were  disposed  of  through  both 
domestic  and  export  channels        and  in  ways  that  avoided  dislocation  of 
normal  commercial  marketing. 

This  doesn't  mean  that  CCC  holdings  have  gone  down  $2  billion. 
CCC  was  accumulating  commodities  even  faster  than  it  was  disposing  of  them. 
And  the  Government  now  has  in  its  inventory  about  $3.8  billion  worth  of 
commodities.    But  if  it  hadn't  been  for  the  movement  of  commodities  out  of 
Government  inventory,  the  CCC  holdings  would  now  total  close  to  36  billion. 

Many  outlets  have  been  used:     donations  for  school  lunch  and  welfare 
agency  use  at  home  and  abroad,  sales  at  special  prices  to  the  Army  and 
Veterans  Administration,  export  sales  at  competitive  prices,  sales  at  reduced 
prices  for  use  in  special  ways,  some  sales  back  into  domestic  commercial 
channels  —  and  many  other  outlets. 

Some  of  the  more  spectacular  disposal  achievements  have  been  in 
dairy  products.    The  CCC  has  moved  nearly  300  million  pounds  of  butter,  more^ 
than  225  million  pounds  of  cheese,  and  more  than  a  billion  pounds  of  dried  milk, 
That*s  a  total  of  over  a  billion  and  a  half  pounds  of  dairy  products. 

Of  course,  the  net  reduction  in  the  CCC  inventory  of  dairy  products 
hasn't  been  that  much.    The  CCC  has  continued  to  accumulate  dairy  products  — 
but  at  a  reduced  rate  since  this  marketing  year  began  April  1.     In  recnt 
months  there  has  been  an  improvement  in  the  inventory  position.  Inventory 
stocks  of  butter  are  down  6^  million  pounds  from  last  July.    Cheese  stocks  are 
down  2k  million  pounds  from  a  little  earlier  in  the  season.     Dry  milk  holdings 
are  down  3&5  million  pounds  from  the  total  in  April. 

In  the  past  year,  CCC  has  moved  more  than  500  million  pounds  of 
cottonseed  oil,  and  there's  a  net  reduction  of  300  million  pounds  in  government- 
held  stocks.    Also  during  the  past  year,  the  CCC  has  sold  for  export  about 
500  million  pounds  of  linseed  oil  and  some  9  million  bushels  of  flaxseed. 
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Crop  Report  Shows  Rise  in  Soybean  and  Cotton  Prospects 


Have  you  noticed  the  new  format  of  the  official  monthly  crop 
production  report?     The  report's  highlights  are  summarized  in  succinct 
form  on  the  cover  page,  and  we  believe  it  will  be  very  helpful  to  radio, 
TV,  and  press. 

The  latest  report  (as  of  November  1)  was  issued  Wednesday.  It 
shows  an  all-crop  production  prospect  slightly  higher  than  last  month,  but 
about  3  percent  less  than  last  year. 

Soybean  prospects  are  up  2  percent  from  a  month  ago  and  call  for 
a  record  crop  of  338  million  bushels.    Prospects  also  improved  during  the 
month  for  sorghum  grain,  potatoes,  tobacco,  sugarcane  for  sugar  and  seed, 
pears,  grapes,  commercial  apples  and  pecans.    Cotton  prospects  jumped  $.6 
percent  to  a  prospective  crop  of  13.2  million  bales. 

The  corn  estimate  is  slightly  below  what  it  was  a  month  ago. 
The  forcast  is  now  for  2  billion  939  million  bushels,  which  would  be  7»5 
percent  below  last  year.    Prospects  also  declined  for  sugar  beets,  rice, 
dry  beans,  peanuts  and  cranberries. 

All  States  Mow  in  School  Milk  Program 

All  J48  States  are  now  in  the  Special  School  Milk  Program  —  less 
than  two  months  after  it  was  announced.    Arrangements  with  the  last  of  the 
States  have  been  completed  and  approved,  and  Secretary  Benson  said  he  is 
"highly  pleased." 

The  Special  School  Mi Ik  Program  is  aimed  at  increasing  milk 
consumption  by  school  children.    Many  schools  throughout  the  country  already 
have  the  program  in  operation  and  are  serving  increased  amounts  of  milk  to 
larger  numbers  of  children.    Many  other  schools  are  completing  final  plans 
for  participation. 

This  program  was  authorized  by  the  Agricultural. Act  of  195k  which 
provides  for  use  of  up  to  $50  million  of  CCC  funds  each  year  for  the  next 
two  years  for  that  purpose. 

Cattle  Feeding  Situation 

The  cattle  feeding  situation  to  the  end  of  October  indicates  that 
the  volume  of  cattle  to  be  placed  on  feed  this  feeding  season  will  be  about 
the  same  or  slightly  larger  than  a  year  earlier.  Increases  in  cattle  feed- 
ing are  expected  in  some  of  the  leading  Corn  Belt  States  and  in  most  of  the 
Y7e stern  States.  Decreases  are  expected  in  the  Northern  Corn  Belt,  but  the 
largest  declines  are  in  prospect  in  Missouri  and  Kansas. 

Feed  grain  and  hay  supplies  are  generally  adequate  except  in 
Texas,  Colorado,  Kansas,  Missouri  and  Southern  Illinois.    Pasture  feed  is 
poor  in  the  Southern  Plains  States  but  adequate  in  Northern  -and  most  Western 
States. 
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Methods  of  Supporting  ^ice  Prices  are  Under  Study- 
Representatives  of  the  rice  industry  met  with  USDA  officials 
this  week  to  discuss  possible  changes  in  methods  of  supporting  prices. 
The  Agricultural  Act  of  I95I4  directs  Secretary  Benson  to  study  two-price 
systems  that  might  be  used  in  the  marketing  of  rice  and  to  report  to  the 
Congress  on  or  before  next  March  1. 

The  purpose  of  the  meeting  here  was  to  exchange  facts  and  views, 
and  to  arrange  for  written  statements  or  briefs  from  representatives  of 
the  rice  industry,  or  from  others.    Secretary  Benson  said,  "We  will  welcome 
written  statements  from  any  interested  person  outlining  suggestions  for 
supporting  the  price  of  rice.     If  these  statements  are  received  by  January 
1»  3-955  the  Department's  study  group  will  be  able  to  analyze  them  in  detail 
before  preparing  its  report  to  the  Congress." 

Drought  Aid  Realigned  in  Texas 

Secretary  Benson  this  week  designated  31  additional  Texas  counties 
as  drought  disaster  areas.    At  the  same  time  he  announced  that  the  Texas 
State  Drought  Committee  and  the  USDA  have  agreed  that  aid  under  the  drought 
disaster  feed- grain  and  hay  programs  vail  be  suspended  at  midnight  November 
20  in  U5  east  Texas  counties,  due  to  improved  conditions. 

State  Drought  Committees  may  suspend  and  reinstate  the  drought  feed- 
grain  and  hay  programs  in  counties  within  the  State  as  conditions  warrant. 
Only  the  USDA,  however,  can  designate  counties  as  drought  disaster  areas,  and 
terminate  drought  designation. 

Sugar  Beet  Wage  and  Price  Hearings  Scheduled 

USDA  today  announced  a  series  of  public  hearings  on  wage  rates  and 
prices  for  the  1955  crop  of  sugar  beets  between  November  29  and  December  8, 
1951+,  in  five  cities:     Greeley,  Colo.,  November  29j  Salt  Lake  City,  December  lj 
Billings,  Mont.,  December  3 J  Fargo,  N.  D.,  December  6;  and  Detroit,  December  8. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  November  20 


NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12:00  -  12:50  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.    A  story  on  "Europe's  Farm  Comeback",  as 
reported  by  European  Extension  Directors  who  will  be  in  Washington  to  attend 
the  national  meeting  in  Washington  of  the  Association  of  Land-Grant  Colleges 
and  Universities. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  -  1:00  p.m.  EST. 
"Top  of  the  Farm  News"  from  USDa.    A  report  from  the  88th  Annual  Meeting  of 
the  National  Grange  in  Spokane,  Wash.    A  story  on  irrigation  at  the  center 
of  the  North  American  Continent,  with  RFD  Lester  Weatherwax  of  KFBI  Wichita, 
Kans . 

Flagging  to  Your  Attention 

The  November  Agricultural  Research  Magazine  offers  proof  that  embryos 
can  develop  in  unfertilized  turkey  eggs.    There's  an  irrigation  story  and  a 
good  piece  on  agricultural  aviation. 
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Among  Ourselves... 


We  had  a  good  visit  Wednesday  with  George  German  of  WNAX 
Yankton,  S.  D.,  and  some  70  farm  folks  from  the  Dakotas,  Nebraska,  and 
Minnesota.     They  were  on  a  tour  that  brought  them,  among  other  places, 
to  New  York  and  Washington. 

They  visited  Secretary  Benson  in  his  office  and  spent  a  half 
day  at  Belt svi  lie.    Another  Washington  highlight  was  a  dinner  where  their 
guests  included  Senators  Mundt  and  Case  of  South  Dakota  and  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  Rizley.     Fine  Midwestern  hospitalityl 

Speaking  of  the  Midwest,  Don  Looper  is  departing  next  week  to 
go  back  there.    He's  leaving  Government  service  to  go:  with  a  private 
company  in  Milwaukee.     He  has  been  in  the  Radio  and  Television  Service 
for  two  years,  and  has  been  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  five. 
He ' s  an  ex-newspaper  and  farm  radio  man  in  Oklahoma,  Iowa,  and  Minnesota. 
We  wish  him  every  success  in  the  new  job  I 


Sincerely, 


Ken  Gapen,  Chief 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Encl: 

Garden  Facts 


RFD  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 

tr      JAN  1  1 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


U.  S.  DEPARTMENT  Of-  MtHVillf!*i 


I'ovember  19,  195^ 
Letter  Wo.  639 


The  Association  of  Land  Grant  Colleges  and  Universities  held  its 
68th  annual  conference  in  Washington  this  week. 

President  Eisenhower  greeted  the  delegates  with  an  inspirational 
talk  that  emphasized  education  and  understanding  as  important  factors  in 
securing  lasting  peace.    He  pointed  out  that  the  land  grant  colleges  have 
a  wonderful  challenge  ahead  of  them,  and  also  a  "broad  opportunity  to  make 
a  substantial  contribution  to  this  end. 

Following  the  President's  greeting,  the  convention  was  addressed 
"by  Secretary  Benson  and  "by  President  Frederick  L.  Hovde  of  Purdue ,-  presi- 
dent of  the  Association.     On  Wednesday  there  was  an  excellent  television 
session  that  "brought  out,  among  other  things,  the  progress  "being  made  by 
the  land  grant  colleges  to  utilize  the  medium. 

The  Association  closed  its  conference  yesterday  with  the  election 
of  its  new  president  --  Dr.  Lewis  Webster  Jones,  president  of  Rutgers 
University.    Dr.  Jones  is  a  former  president  of  the  University  of  Arkansas 
President  Hovde  was  named  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee. 


It  was  decided  that  the  next  annual  meeting  will  be  held  at 
Michigan  State  College. 

We  were  especially  interested  in  a  report  presented  on  the  subject 
of  college  enrollment  in  agriculture.    Total  undergraduate  enrollment  in 
land  grant  colleges  throughout  the  nation  is  up  about  7  percent  over  last 
year,  but  the  number  of  students  majoring  in  agriculture  has  increased 
only  one -half  of  one  percent.     Not  only  that  but  the  number  of  students 
receiving  advanced  degrees  in  agriculture  is  declining. 

College  officials  pointed  out  that  the  need  for  professionally 
trained  agriculturists  is  not  dropping  . . .  rather  that  it  is  increasing. 
Glenn  Eutledge,  Mississippi  experiment  station  editor,  headed  the  informa- 
tion committee  for  the  conference.     Other  members  were  John  Fyan  of 
Maryland,  Bob  Ford  of  Kentucky,  Max  Kirkland  of  New  Jersey,  Alice  Murray 
of  Pennsylvania,  Glenn  Goss  of  Vermont,  Amanda  Quackenbush  of  Connecticut t 
and  Joe  Tonkin  of  the  Federal  Extension  Service. 
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Percentage  of  Farms  with  Telephone c  at  Record  High 

The  Agricultural  Marketing  Service  this  week  reported  a  survey  of 
telephones  on  farms.    As  of  last  July  1,  the  percentage  of  farms  with 
telephones  was  kh. 3.     This  compares  with  h2.$  percent  a  year  earlier  and 
was  two-thirds  higher  than  in  19^0.    However,  1940  was  a  low  year. 

In  1920,  according  to  the  Census ,  about  38  percent  of  the  American 
farms  had  telephone  service.    From  1920  to  19I+O  the  percentage  of  farms 
with  telephones  dropped  rather  sharply.     Since  19^0,  the  percentage  has 
climbed  steadily,  and  it  is  now  at  a  record  high.     However,  the  total 
number  of  farms  with  telephones  is  still  below  the  1920  figure. 

About  h  percent  of  all  farm  telephones  on  July  1  were  on  a  private 
line,  20  percent  on  2  to  k  party  lines,  h3  percent  on  5  to  8  party  lines 
and  33  percent  on  lines  with  nine  or  more  parties.    About  35  percent  of 
the  farm  telephones  were  crank  type,  one -fifth  were  the  lift  type,  and  45 
percent  were  dial  phones. 

New  Dehydrated  Potato  Product  Developed 

A  team  of  USDA  research  scientists  report  the  pilot -plant  develop- 
ment of  a  new  kind  of  dehydrated  mashed  potatoes  with  unusual  properties. 
The  new  product  --  "potato  flakes"  --  can  be  rapidly  converted  to  mashed 
potatoes  by  addition  of  either  hot  water  or  milk.    After  whipping,  it  has 
the  texture  and  color  of  good  freshly -mashed  potatoes  and  has  excellent 
flavor. 

Commercial  development  must  await  completion  of  storage  tests  and 
cost  estimates,  but  the  process  should  be  economical.     The  drying  equipment 
is  widely  available,  and  little  labor  is  required. 

Surplus  Actions  Announced  this  Week 

An  $85  million  surplus  agricultural  commodity  program  for  Japan 
was  announced  this  week.     Commodities  involved  are  wheat,  barley,  rice, 
cotton  and  tobacco,,     The  sale  of  these  commodities  to  Japanese  buyers  for 
yen  will  be  in  addition  to  usual  Japanese  commercial  purchases  of  these 
items  in  the  U.S.    Sales  will  be  made  by  private  trade. 

An  agreement  with  the  Government  of  Turkey  provides  for  the  move- 
ment to  that  country  of  $35#  million  worth  of  wheat  and  feed  grains.  The 
agreement  covers  barter  or  sale  for  Turkish  lira  of  about  11  million 
bushels  of  wheat  and  11  million  bushels  of  feed  grains. 

Commercial  Chick  Hatch  is  Below  October  Last  Year 

Commercial  hatcheries  nrnduced  86^  million  chicks  during 
October  --12  percent  less  than  in  October  last  year  but  22  percent  above 
the  19^8-52  average.     Practically  all  of  the  chicks  produced  in  October 
were  for  commercial  broilers. 
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Latin  American  Group  Making  Gocd  Progress 


We  have  a  letter  from  Layne  Beaty  written  the  middle  of  last 
week  --  half  way  through  the  Kansas  City  visit  of  his  Latin  American  radio 
and  press  group.  Excerpts: 

"The  people  at  Oklahoma  A.  and  M.  College,  the  county  extension 
agents  and  home  demonstration  cluhs  of  Kay  County,  and  the  Security  Bank 
of  Ponca  City  (which  entertained  our  group  at  a  "barbecue  for  600  farmers 
an  annual  event)  and  Ewing  Canaday  at  KGEO-TV,  the  Enid  Daily  Eagle,  KCRC, 
and  KGWA,  Enid,  have  indeed  gone  "beyond  the  call  of  duty  to  he  hospitable. 
County  Agent  J.  B.  Hurst  at  Enid  and  his  staff  demonstrated  how  to  make  a 
tape  recording  in  the  office  with  k-R  hoys  and  leaders.     It  was  an  actual 
taping  for  broadcast  ...  Edd  Lemons  and  Welden  Barnes,  with  Lee  Stevens. 
George  Church  and  Jack  Drummond  thoroughly  delighted  our  group  with  their 
visuals  and  illustrated  talks  on  information  handling." 

In  Topeka,  the  group  visited  the  Copper  publications  and  WTBW 
and  participated  in  Wes  Seyler's  WLBW-Tv"  farm  show.     'Ves  and  his  two 
assistants,  Wilbur  Levering  and  Dick  Nichols,  couldn't  have  been  more  pain- 
staking. . .  " 

In  Kansas  City.  "Phil  Evans  and  Bob  Riley  of  KMBC  explained  how 
they  handle  market  news  and  demonstrated  yesterday.    The  USDA  livestock 
market  reporting  boys  came  through,  as  did  the  Kansas  City  Daily  Drovers 
Telegram  and  the  Exchange  itself,  with  Jack  Jackson  setting  it  up." 

This  week,  the  Latin  American  group  has  split  into  small  teams 
that  are  visiting  BFD's  and  farm  papers.    Among  the  hosts  for  the  week  are 
Ed  Mason  of  KXXX  Colby,  Kans.j  Jack  Timmons  at  KWKH  Shreveport;  and  Cecil 
Herrell.  Extension  BED  in  New  Mexico. 

Next  week,  the  group  will  be  all  together  again  in  Chicago.  You'll 
be  seeing  the  radio  folks,  at  least,  at  the  NATRFD  meeting. 

Network  Earm  and  Home  Shows  November  27 

NBC  Farm  and  Home  Hour  --  Saturday  12-12:30  p.m.  EST.  "USDA 
Headlines".    A  preview  of  the 'National  ^-H  Club  Congress  and" the  Inter- 
national Live  Stock  Exposition. 

ABC  American  Farmer  --  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA.    A  story  on  "The  Return  of  the  Chestnut  Tree" 
with  Gus  Bernier  of  WMUR.  Manchester,  N.E.;  Henry  W.  Carrow,  Extension  EFD 
at  the  University  of  New  Hampshire;  and  Professor  Meader  of  the  University. 
A  story  on  a  new  device  for  measuring  fat  back  on  hogs,  with  Horace  Tyler 
of  Purdue.    A  picture  of  the  world  food  situation,  with  Fred  Rossiter,  Ass't 
Administrator  of  USDA's  Foreign  Agricultural  Service. 

Dairy  Repackaging  Contracts  Awarded 

Contracts  have  been  awarded  for  repackaging  more  than  165  million 
pounds  of  CCC-owned  dairy  products  for  donation  for  foreign  welfare  use. 
They'll  be  donated  to  U.S.  private  welfare  agencies  for  free  distribution 
to  needy  people  abroad. 
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USDA  Program  to  Aid  January  Egg  Month 

In  cooperation  with  the  Poultry  Industry's  January  Egg  Month 
promotion,  the  Department  will  conduct  a  Special  Plentiful  Foods  Program 
on  eggs  during  the  month  of  January.    Department  marketing  specialists 
say  the  supply  of  eggs  will  he  at  record  heights  for  the  month.    And  the 
industry -Government  campaign  will  assist  in  moving  the  larger  supplies  to 
consumers  through  regular  channels  of  trade. 

Full-scale  "backing  will  he  given  the  drive  "by  Department  informa- 
tion folks,  and  we'll  provide  you  regularly  with  materials  to  aid  your 
support  of  this  campaign  to  "boost  consumption  of  eggs  during  January  Egg 
Month. 

Among  Ourselves . . . 

The  National  Dairy  Council  will  mark  its  hO  Anniversary  at  the 
Winter  Conference -Annual  Meeting  at  the  LaSalle  Hotel  in  Chicago  January 
2k-26,  according  to  a  note  from  Rex  Thomas.     Conference  visitors  will 
take  a  look  at  past  progress  in  dairying  and  then  view  plans  for  expansion 
of  nutrition  research  and  education  in  the  future.    All  RFD's  are  invited 
to  attend,  and  recording  facilities  will  he  furnished. 

The  NATRFD  program  for  Chicago  seems  to  he  shaping  up  real  well, 
and  we're  looking  forward  to  seeing  many  of  you  there.     I  (Ken)  and  Jules 
Eenaud  will  he  representing  this  office.    And,  "by  the  way,  a  happy 
Thanksgiving  to  you  all! 


Enclosure 

Turkey  on  the  tahle  the 
year  round 


Sincerely, 

Ken  Gapen  and  Don  Looper 
Eadio  and  Television  Service 
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RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultur 


Dear  Farm  Director: 


'255  * 


U,  S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 


November  26,  195^ 
Letter  No.  6hO 


You  can  help  speed  up  the  eradication  of  "brucellosis,  the  most 
serious ,  vide spread ,  and  expensive  disease  of  livestock  in  this  country. 
We  are  sending  you  herewith  a  "Fact  Sheet"  which  will  remind  you  of  some 
of  the  more  important  features  of  this  program.     The  thing  we  want  to 
emphasize  is  that  while  this  is  a  National  program,  it  is  tougher  to  put 
across  than  an5r  that  has  come  your  way  in  a  long  time.     It  is  very  compli- 
cated --  four  plans  are  used  in  the  program  --  and  indemnity  payments  vary 
in  different  States.     Your  own  State  Extension  Editor  is  the  key  man  to  get 
in  touch  with  for  information  on  the  workings  of  the  program  in  your  State. 
Since  State  programs  are  in  all  stages  of  development,  your  State  Extension 
Editor  is  "best  prepared  to  tell  ycu  how  you  can  best  help  in  your  State  or 
the  region  reached  by  your  station. 


Soviet  Crop  Situation  Spotty 


We've  just  seen  a  "brief  factual  statement  on  Soviet  Union  crop 
conditions  this  year,  195V.  prepared  in  the  Department  for  other  purposes. 
In  light  of  a  standing  request  from  MTRFD  for  foreign  crop  and  other  in- 
formation, and  because  such  information  is  not  easy  to  get,  we  are  passing 
this  on  for  your  information  and  possible  use.    Here  are  the  facts  as  pre- 
pared by  the  Department  expert. 

The  crop  situation  in  the  Soviet  Union  this  year  has  been  spotty. 
Crops  in  the  east  were  good,  but  in  the  south,  crops  were  poor. 

The  spring  was  late  and  cold,  slowing  down  farming  operations  in 
most  agricultural  regions.    A  large  area  in  Southern  Russia,  particularly 
in  the  Ukraine,  and  in  the  Volga  Eiver  Region,  suffered  a  severe  drought. 
In  some  southern  regions,  the  drought  began  last  fall.     It  was  followed  by 
an  abnormally  cold  winter.    This  caused  trouble  with  fall-sown  food  grains 
like  wheat  and  rye,  for  the  195^  harvest.     It  also  resulted  in  considerable 
livestock  losses.    Russia,  incidentally,  recently  has  been  importing  sub- 
stantial quantities  of  meat  and  butter. 

Wheat  is  the  big  crop  in  Russia.    More  than  one -third  is  fall-sown, 
the  rest  being  spring-sown.    Spring  grains,  such  as  oats,  barley  and  some 
wheat,  were  hit  by  the  drought  in  the  south.     So  were  other  spring  crops 
like  sugar  beets. 
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There  has  teen  a  very  good  harvest  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
country ;  in  the  Urals,  Siberia  and  Kazakhstan.    Weather  conditions  were 
unusually  good  this  summer  in  these  areas  and  acreage  was  somewhat 
increased.     This  eastern  region  is  predominantly  a  spring  wheat  belt  of 
Soviet  Russia,  while  in  the  Ukraine  and  North  Caucasus  wheat  is  largely 
fall -sown. 

Much  of  eastern  Russia  often  suffers  from  "bad  droughts,  "but  this 
year  rainfall  and  other  growing  conditions  were  favorable  to  crops.  Heavy 
rains  fell  during  the  harvest  season,  causing  a  lot  of  difficulty  in  harvest- 
ing the  wheat  and  other  grains.    Despite  the  heavy  rain,  official  reports 
claim  that  a  much  better  crop  than  last  year  was  gathered. 

Russia  has  decided  to  greatly  expand  acreage  in  this  eastern  area, 
despite  frequent  droughts  in  this  region.     The  expansion  program  started  on 
a  relatively  small  scale  this  year  and  will  be  greatly  speeded  up  in  the 
next  two  years .     The  government  plans  to  increase  the  new  acreage  in  the 
east  roughly  eight  times  by  1956. 

USDA  and  Farm  Organizations 

Just  before  Thanksgiving,  Secretary  Benson  pointed  out  that  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  is  set  up  to  serve  all  farmers.     It  is  not  its 
proper  function  to  promote  general  or  specialized  organizations  of  farmers. 
In  line  with  that  thought,  he  issued  a  six-point  clarification  of  Depart- 
ment policy  governing  relations  of  Department  employees  with  such  national, 
regional,  or  State  farmers'  organizations  as  the  American  Farm  Bureau 
Federation,  the  Farmers'  Union,  the  National  Association  of  Soil  Conserva- 
tion Districts,  and  others.    His  clarifying  order  tends  to  loosen  any 
close  government  tie-in  with  such  organizations. 

In  some  States,  where  ties  have  long  been  very  close,  some  changes 
will  be  needed  to  bring  the  set-up  in  line  with  the  order.    But  the  Secretary 
thinks  such  changes  can  be  accomplished  without  any  significant  disruption 
in  farm  organizations  or  the  work  of  the  Department. 

Relations  between  the  State -Federal  Extension  Service  and  the  Farm 
Bureau  have  been  legally  very  close  in  Iowa,  Illinois }  and  New  York.  Only 
last  week,  the  New  York  Farm  Bureau  voluntarily  initiated  proposals  to 
dissolve  such  connections  in  that  State.    legislative  action  will  also 
apparently  be  needed  to  make  the  changes  in  Iowa  and  Illinois.     Some  of  the 
organizational  relations  of  the  Soil  Conservation  Service  and  possibly  other 
agencies  in  different  parts  of  the  country  may  have  to  be  re -oriented.  The 
Secretary's  six-point  memo  directs  that  no  employee  of  USDA  shall: 

1.  Accept  the  use  of  free  office  space  or  contributions  for 
salary  or  traveling  expenses  from  any  general  or  specialized 
organization  of  farmers. 

2.  Advocate  that  any  particular  general  or  specialized 
organization  of  farmers  is  better  adapted  to  carrying  out 
the  work  of  this  Department  than  any  individual  citizen, 
groups  of  citizens,  or  organizations. 
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3.    Advocate  that  the  responsibilities  of  any  agency  of  the 
Department  or  any  other  Federal  agency  should,  he  carried  out 
through  any  particular  general  or  specialized  organization 
of  farmers. 

h .    Advocate  or  recommend  that  any  State  or  local  agency 
should  carry  out  its  responsibilities  through  any  particular 
general  or  specialized  organization  of  farmers. 

5.  Approve  contracts  for  the  Department  with  any  cooperative 
or  other  commercial  organization  whenever  such  cooperative 

or  other  commercial  organization  deducts  or  "checks  off"  from 
payments  due  farmers,  membership  dues  to  such  farmers  to  any 
general  or  specialized  organization  of  farmers,  except  as  it 
is  determined  that  current  authorization  for  such  deduction 
has  been  knowingly  filed  by  such  individual  farmers  with  the 
cooperative  or  other  commercial  organization. 

6.  Shall  directly  or  indirectly  solicit  membership  in  any 
general  or  specialized  organization  of  farmers  as  defined  in 
the  Secretary's  memo. 

Many  Milk  Sales  Pooled  Through  Milk  Marketing  Orders 

Most  RFD's  in  this  country  have  dairymen  listeners  "whose  business 
is  affected  by  the  operation  of  Federal  milk  marketing  orders.     Some  of  you 
are  located  in  cities,  such  as  Seattle,  Sioux  City  or  New  York  that  are 
among  the  principal  areas  served  by  a  milk  marketing  order.    But  even  though 
your  dairymen  may  be  beyond  the  borders  of  a  marketing  area,  the  influence 
of  the  marketing  order  on  prices  and  costs  is  often  felt.    There  are  over 
50  of  these  milk  marketing  orders  serving  areas  in  which  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  Nation's  population  lives.    The  establishment  of  several 
others  is  under  consideration. 

There  are,  therefore,  many  dairymen,  as  well  as  consumers,  who 
would  like  to  hear  the  answer  to  a  number  of  questions  about  these  milk 
marketing  orders. 

What  is  a  Federal  Milk  Marketing  Order? 

■  Probably  one  of  the  first  to  be  asked  would  be,  what  is  a  Federal 
milk  marketing  order?    Briefly  it  is  a  regulation  issued  by  the  Secretary 
of  Agriculture  which  places  certain  requirements  on  the  handling  of  milk 
in  the  marketing  area.     It  requires  that  dairy  farmers  regularly  supplying 
the  market  be  paid  not  less  than  certain  minimum  prices  for  milk  according 
to  its  use.    Those  minimum  prices  are  usually  varying  amounts  above  the 
price  paid  for  manufacturing  milk.     Generally  also  the  pricing  plan  will 
provide  greater  returns  to  dairymen  during  the  fall  or  short-production 
months  than  in  the  spring  flush-production  months.    Marketing  orders  also 
require  that  payments  by  handlers  to  milk  producers  are  to  be  pooled,  either 
market-wide  or  b3'  individual  handlers,  and  then  paid  out  to  individual  farm- 
ers on  the  basis  of  a  uniform  price. 
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While  we  are  discussing  prices  we  might  note  that  these  Federal 
milk  marketing  orders  do  not  set  prices  paid  by  consumers. 

How  is  it  established? 

How  is  a  Federal  marketing  order  established?    In  general  by  a 
process  which  gives  all  interested  persons  an  opportunity  to  have  their  say. 
The  first  step  is  for  someone,  usually  producers  or  their  associations ,  to 
file  a  petition  with  the  Department  of  Agriculture  asking  that  an  order  be 
established.    When  such  a  petition  appears  to  be  well  founded  a  hearing 
call  is  published  in  the  Federal  Register  and  interested  persons  are  notified. 
Any  person  who  wishes  to  may  be  present  at  the  hearing  to  present  testimony 
on  the  need  for  an  order  or  the  provisions  of  it.    When  all  of  the  evidence 
is  in,  it  is  reviewed  carefully  and  a  draft  of  a  marketing  order  is  prepared. 
That  draft  is  submitted  to  all  producers  and  handlers  for  exceptions.  Any 
exceptions  are  carefully  considered  and  the  proposed  marketing  order  may  be 
modified  because  of  the  exceptions.    The  proposed  order  is  then  submitted 
to  producers  for  their  approval  or  disapproval.     If  two-thirds  or  three - 
fourths  (depending  on  the  provisions  of  the  order)  of  the  producers  in  a 
marketing  area  where  the  order  applies  approve  it,  the  Secretary  of 
Agriculture  then  establishes  the  marketing  order.    The  same  course  is 
followed  in  amending  a  marketing  order. 

How  carried  into  effect? 

Once  an  order  is  established,  how  is  it  carried  into  effect?  In 
general  that  is  the  responsibility  of  the  milk  market  administrator  who  is 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture.     Of  course,  that  administrator 
has  a  staff  of  clerks,  accountants,  and  others  to  help  him. 

What  does  it  do? 

Now  that  we've  seen  what  these  milk  marketing  orders  are,  how  they 
are  established  and  are  carried  into  effect,  v/hat  do  they  accomplish?  In 
broad  terms  they  assure  dairymen  of  steady,  dependable  markets  and  prices 
for  their  milk.    And  they  help  assure  consumers  or  customers  of  the  dairy 
industry  of  adequate  supplies  of  pure  and  wholesome  milk.    A  variety  of 
measures  are  used  to  achieve  these  ends.     One  of  these  is  to  pay  dairymen 
for  their  milk  according  to  its  use.     To  do  that  milk  is  classified  usually 
as  Class  I,  the  great  bulk  of  which  is  used  for  bottling,  and  Class  II  which 
is  used  for  manufacturing.    Another  is  to  get  a  strict  accounting  from 
handlers  of  how  much  milk  they  sell  as  Class  I  and  Class  II.     Careful  checks 
are  made  to  assure  accurate  weighing  and  testing.     One  of  the  little-known 
but  valuable  services  provided  is  factual  information  on  supply  and  demand 
and  prices  of  milk  in  the  marketing  area  itself. 

Order  Program  and  RFD's 

These  are  some  of  the  general  facts  about  these  marketing  programs. 
Ej.ch  of  them  is  tailored  to  meet  local  conditions.    A  perennial  problem  is 
good  understanding  of  the  order  program  and  its  operations.    RFD's  can  help 
promote  that  understanding  by  keeping  in  touch  with  the  market  administrators 
in  their  area. 
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Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  December  k 


NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour  -  Saturday  12-12:30  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  from  Washington.     Summary  of  highlights  from  the  Inter- 
national Livestock  Exposition  and  National  h-R  Club  Congress. 

ABC  American  Farmer  -  Saturday  12:30  to  1:00  p.m.  EST.     "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  from  USDA  in  Washington.    With  a  roundup  of  events  at  the 
International  Livestock  and  Horse  Show  and  meeting  of  the  National  k-E 
Club  Congress  in  Chicago. 

Among  Ourselves. . . 

Ed  Launer,  formerly  associated  with  KODY  at  North  Platte,  Nebraska, 
and  the  manager  of  KCGA,  Ogallala,  to  open  on  or  about  December  1,  reports 
plans  for  some  farm  broadcasting.    But  doesn't  say  who  will  be  EFD.  Dean 
Ford  is  new  BFD  at  Station  KGFF,  Shawnee,  Oklahoma,  the  farm  program  having 
started  October  11. 

Apologies  to  Dix  Harper  (WIS  Chicago)  and  the  Cooperative  League 
of  the  USA,  we  inadvertantly  (a  polite  term  for  a  mistake)  told  you  to 
write  to  Dix  in  Denver  instead  of  Chicago,  for  copies  of  the  tape  he  pre- 
pared at  the  League's  bi-annual  meeting.  Sorry. 

By  the  time  this  is  mailed,  Lyle  Webster,  Jules  P.enaud  and  I  will 
be  participating  in  the  annual  meeting  of  NATRFD  in  Chicago.  Preliminary 
announcements  indicate  a  good  program. 

Letters  this  week  and  next  will  be  put  out  with  the  help  of  Cy 
Briggs  of  AMS,  for  which  we  are  very  grateful. 

Sincerely, 


Ken  Gapen  and  Cy  Briggs 


Enclosure : 

Brucellosis  Fact  Sheet 


P.S.     Tobacco  Marketing  Quotas  Proclaimed 

Friday  the  Department  announced  the  proclamation  of  marketing  quotas  on  '55 
crops  of  flue -cured  and  Burley  tobaccos.    These  quotas  call  for  about  5  percent 
smaller  acreage  allotments  than  last  year  on  flue-cured  grown  in  N.C.,  Va., 
S.C.,  Ga.,  Fla.,  and  Ala.    Burley  allotments  for  most  farms  will  run  about 
10  percent  less  than  in  '54.    Burley  is  grown  in  Ky.,  Tenn. ,  N.C.,  Va.,  Ohio, 
Ind.,  W.  Va.,  and  Mo.    Marketing  quotas  were  also  announced  for  fire -cured  and 
dark  air-cured  grown  chiefly  in  Ky.,  Tenn.,  and  Va.,  on  Virginia  Sun-cured, 
and  Maryland  tobaccos  and  on  the  cigar  filler  and  binder  types  grown  in 
Penna.,  and  cigar  types  grown  in  Conn.,  Mass.,  Ohio,  Minn.,  N.  Y. ,  Pa.,  and 
Wis . 


